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COURSE DESCRIPTION (EN/L1 [if taught in L1])

Content

In this seminar, we will discuss the African presence in Canada and the United States from the
perspective of Black writers who define their own positionality in between “Africa” and “North
America” — both often debated, questioned, and rejected place labels that seem to hide more than they
reveal. African mobility, therefore, can take on a number of meanings, which we will explore, such as
in the Transatlantic Slave Trade and the Middle Passage, in the phenomena of the Underground
Railroad, in movements from the Caribbean to the United States and Canada, and in mobilities within
cities. Questions to be discussed will address geographies, reasons for mobility, types of mobility,
intercultural encounters in cultural contact zones, identity creation (including ethnicity, gender, class),
freedom (or the limitations thereof), negotiations of home and belonging, departures and arrivals,
language and silence as well as space and place.

Competences & Learning Objectives

This course will serve to enhance critical thinking as a necessary objective in teaching (also in high
school).
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