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Content

Why has crime fiction always been so popular and continues to be so
today, even in various kinds of media? What are features of crime
fiction that have fascinated people for centuries? Why can we (or
not) say that “[c]rime fiction is the new rock n’ roll” (Ken Bruen)?
In what forms does crime fiction come? What does Denise Mina imply
when she claims: “Crime fiction is the fiction of social history.
Societies get the crimes they deserve”? In this seminar, we will first
investigate briefly the history of crime fiction in the United States;
second, short introductions to the genre of crime fiction and to the
cultural work they do or can do as part of popular culture will serve
as starting points for, third, new critical, new historicist, and
feminist readings of individual examples of the genre. Fourth, a form
of a Marxist approach will help us understand the economic ideas of
popular culture 1in general, and crime fiction in particular. As
Linwood Barclay once said, “[c]rime fiction makes money.” Fifth, which
roles do gender and ethnicity play in the writing, production, and
reading processes of crime fiction? What does it mean when we talk
about women’s, feminist, or ethnic crime fiction? Sixth, what are
some recent forms of crime fiction? Which media are involved in the
distribution process? Generally, we will use (genre-specific
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characteristics of crime fiction as well as crime fiction’s
embeddedness in and engagement with socio-cultural, 1legal, and
political developments. This entanglement allows us to potentially
recognized and understand violence (in many forms) as a key concept
in U.S.-American culture that is also visible in phrases such as
“regeneration through violence” (Richard Slotkin) and “contradictory
violence” (Nicole Waller). Moreover, the fascination with the
mysterious, the riddle-solving, and the desire for law and order will
reveal to be key ingredients of human nature. We will look at both
crime fiction written by women and crime TV (or Netflix or Amazon
Prime) series.

Competences & Learning Objectives

This class will allow students to approach crime narratives with
genre-specific knowledge. In addition to 1learning how to analyze
literary texts, they will gain insight into crime fiction’s socio-
cultural and political contexts and will understand the relevance of
violence in the history of the United States. Moreover, the students
will recognize and critically analyze texts from diverse ethnic and
gender backgrounds.
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